
MINU'TES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torranee, California 
February 25, 1941 

~he city Council of the City of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California, on 

, Tuesday evening, February 25, 1941 at 7~45 P.M • 
• ::.,',j, 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
. Councilmen: Babcock, Hi tchcock" Murray, Powell and McGuire. Absent: 
Councilmen: None;. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the minutes of a Regular Meet,.. 
ing held February 11, 1941 'and of an Adjourned Regular-Meeting held 
Febrqary 15, 1941 be approved as written. Councilman Murray second
ed the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from C. A. Reagan, 1513 west 47th 
street, Los Angeles, requesting pe.rmi t to operate pool hall at 1214 
El Prado, he having purchased equipment from B. F. Ford, former 
owner. of said pool hall., 

Counoilmen Powell moved that the request be referred to Chief 
of Police stroh for investigatioJl andrep.ort. Councilman Murray 
seconded the motion, whiob was carried unanimously. 

~ communioation was read from the Southern California Gas 
Company, enclosing check in the amount ·or 12.00 for pipe l1ne laid 
in the City of T~rancfi under County of Los Angeles Franchise Ordi ... 
nance No. 465 for the period July 1, 1940 to December 31, 1940 in~ 
elusive. Matter of record. ' 

Three Franchise Statements from Southern California Gas Company 
were presented, amount due under each franchise ordinance as follows: 
Franchise Ordinance No. 2'10, $3.06; Franchise Ordinance No. 463, 
$895.18; Franchise Ordinance No. 515, $'7.90. Matter of record. 

A communication was read f'rom Bert S. Crossland Post No. 170, 
requesting permission to sell t-ire.or~$ .t Cab:rlllo Avenue. 'and Carson 
Street from July 1 to 4, 1941. 

Councilman Powell moved that the request be' granted. Councilman 
Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from C. L. Crawford, 1418 Pattee Court, 
Compton, enclosing clipping from a Compton newspaper in whioh it was 
stated that Torrance is oonteaplat1ng a publicly owned airport ana 
oertain 300 acre site. Mr. Crawford inquired as to the boundary of 
said 300 acres. 

Mayor McGuire stated that there is nothing definite about the 
airport plans. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the City Engineer be authorized 
to write to Mr. Crawford and give him informat10n he has available 
as to status of proposed airport. Councilman Babcoc:k seconded the 
motiQn, which was carr;l..ed unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Torrance Chamber ot Commerce, 
advising that the d1rectorate of said Chamber of Commerce had given 
favorable consideration to the suggestion of the City that the 
Chamber secretary t~porarily take over the management, advertising 
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and promotion of the Totrance City BUs Line. It was suggested that 
a date be set for a conference on the matter. 

It was decided t ,o arrange amesting date after a.d jourmaent at 
the Council meeting, Clerk Bar~lett to notify the Seoretary of the 
Chamber of the date decided upon. 

A c~un1oation was read trom the Torrance Ohamber of Commerce, 
recommending that action be taken requesting change of name of the 

. proposed a1rport from Lomita Airport to 'rorranee AirpOrt,.' A letter 
was ·enclosed from the County of Los Angeles Regio:ra:al Planning Com-

o nu.ssion, advising that matter of the name should rest with the legis
lative body of the particula.r c1 ty 1n 'Which the airport is to be 
estab11shed. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the City Attorney be instructed 
to d.raw up .a Resolution requesting the:t such action as is necessary be 
taken to change the name of the proposed airport from Lomita Airport 
to Torrance Airpo~. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried unan1mously~ 

A communication was read, from the Torrance Chamber of Commerce, 
advising that the possible establishment in Torranoe ot a permanent 
branch of the State Motor Vehicle Department is being considered and 
suggesting that the C1ty of Torrance donate acceptable ground and 
location upon whioh the State ;oould erect an appropriate building to 
house this activity and possibly a district b:ranoh of the State 
Highway Patrol. 

Councilman Hitchoock suggested that the matter be discussed with 
the secretary of the Chamber of Commerce at the same t1me the City 
Bus Line matter 1s discussed. 

Councilman Powell suggeste4 that the Cham~.r. ot Oolllllerce 1:uild
ing be used for this activity. 

A communication was read trom D. F. Naulty, requesting permit to 
add fifty feet to his present building at 1641 Border Avenue, Engineer 
Jain pOinted out that this particular location is wi tt,11n a certain 
tire ~one, that the type of building is not in ~cQord.a.nce with re
qu:1:rements of the zoning ordinance. He said that. the zoniil.g restrio
tions could not, of course, be made r~troactive to affect this build
ing, but that he did not feel free to grant a permit to make the 
building larger, as to do sO would be in dirtU!'t conflict with the 
zoning ordinan~e. 

Mr. Naulty said he had been informed that planing mills were 
restrict-, from certain locations due to dust interfering with sur
rounding bUsinesses. He said that the business near his planing mill 
are made up of garages and warehouses. Councilman Murray said he 
could see no objection to granting the permit. 

After a short discussion, Councilman Murray moved that the com
munication be referred to the Planning Commission for recommendation 
at the meeting of March 3, 1941. Councilman HitchCOCk seconded the 
motion, which was ·carried unanimously. 

~oommunicat1on was read from the Western States Defense Highways 
Gonterpoe, inviting represantat'i ves to attend a oonference for dis
cussion of Defense Highways to be held 'Thursday, February 27, 1941 
at 9:30 A.M. in the State Building, Los Angeles. Councilman Murray 
and Councilman Hitchcock said they would endeavor to be present .at 
the con1'erence. 

A e'Ommuniutlon was read :rrom the California State Chamber at 
CommerO'e., 1nv1 t1ng representative. to attend a conference l"riday, 
February 28, 194'1 at 9:.30 A..M. at the Los Angeles Ambassador for dis
oussion of beach e;oos1on, mee.:Ung to be sponsored by the Southern 
Galifornia Gomm1 ttee on Natural Resources. No action. 



Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1425 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING .AND 
CONSENTING TO CERTAIN CHANGES IN AN AGREEMENT 
FOR THE PURCHASE AND/OR OPl'ION TO PURCHASE 
CERTAIN PARCELS OF LAND LOCA'rED WITHIN THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Council..man Babcock moved that Resolution No. 1425 be adopted. 
Councilman Hitchcook seconded the motion, which was carr1ed by 'the 
rollowing roll flall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, Hitchcock, 
Murray, Powell and MaGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUICILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read t~tle to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1426 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE APPROVING SETTLEMENT COVERING 
LIQ.UIDATION OF INDEBTEDNESS OF 1915 .ACT 
DISTRICTS. 

Councilman ~itchcock moved that Resolution No. 1426 be adopted. 
Councilman B~ck seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COPNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett prese~te~ for final reading: 

ORDINANCE NO •. 322 

.AN ORDINANCE OF THE C~TY OF TORRANCE, GRANTING 
TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA G.ASCOn.1PANY, A COaPORA
TION, THE RIGHT, PRIVILEGE AND FRANCHISE TO LAY 
AND USE PIPES .AND APPURTENANCES FOR TRANSMIT'i'
ING AND DISTRIBUTING GAS FOR ANY .AND ALL PURPOSES 
UNDER, ALONG, ACROSS OR UPON THE PUBLIC STREETS,. 
WAYS, ALu:YS AND PLACES, .AS THE SAME NOW OR MAY 
HEREAFTER EXIST, WITHIN SAID MUNIC IP -U,ITY • 

Councilman Babcock moved that further reading of Ordinanee No. 
322 be dispensed with. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, 
.. hi eh was carried unanimously. . 

Councilman Babcock moved that Ordinance No. 322 be adQpted for 
final reading. Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the follOwing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Hitchcock, Murray, Powell end McGuire. NOE.S: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCII.MEN: None. 

Engineer Jain presented a tabulation shonng the January 1941 
quarterly apportionment of 1(4 cent gas tax alloca~ed under Section 
194 of the Streets and Highways Cod.e tor expendi ture upon streets 
ot major importance within the City of Torranoe, the amount being 
P,13?5'1. 

Engineer Jain reported tha.t Mr~ Gripper from the .state Highway 
Department had contacted him in reply to Mr. Bartlett's letter ask
ing for a stop sign on Hawthorne Avenue and 101 Highway. Mr. Gripper, 
Mr. Jain stated, had brought with him a letter from Mr. E. L. Davis, 
Distriot Traffic Control Engineer of the Division of Highways', in 

I . 
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which Mr. Davis suggested that a semi traffic actuated ,signal be 
be used, approximate cost to install $3,850.00. 

Councilman Hitchcock asked whether or not 1/4 cent gas -tax 
f'unds could be used for this purpose, Mr. Jain's answer being in 
the affirmative. Gouneilman Hitehrook added that, although a 
large .amount has been apportioned for that section, very little 
of it has been spent. Engineer Jain agreed that an elaborate setup 
for traffic striping and signals had been made, which amo.unt has 
accumulated for a period of time • 

~)t-! (} . 
... /U, 

. Councilman 1lH1 tchcock moved tha t the Oi ty Engi neer be authorized 
to ,oontact the stat~ DiVision of Highways and ascertain whether or 
not 1/4 oent gas tax funds are available for e.rection of a traffic 
sign at Hawthorne Avenue and 101 Highway. Councilman Babcock seoond
ed ·- the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN:. Babcock, Hi tchoock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. 
No.ES: C0tmCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMSN: None. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriat10n of not to exoeed 
$50.00 be made for purohase of a generator for the police oar. 
Couno1lman Murray seconded .the mo ti on J which was carried by the 
follovling roll call votte: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, Hitchcock, 
Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: . None. ABSENT: 
OOUNCILMEN: None. 

~ Councilman Baboock moved that, in eonsideration of the draft 
into the Un1ted States Army of C. C. Powell and H. E. Garner, two 
weeks salary be advanced to both Mr. Powell and Mr. Garner in lieu 
of vaQat10n period. COuncilman Hitchcook seconded the motion, whioh 
was carried by the following roll oall v ote: AYES: COUNal[LMEN: Babcock, 
Hi tohoock, Murray, Powell and MCGu1re. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None • 

... ,. 
Councilman Babcock moved that the purchase of two (2) Ford 

transi t type busses and specia1 eqUipment for an amount of $12,:385.00 . 
net be authorized. Councilman Murray seoonded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll ca;Ll vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
HitehcoCk~ Murray, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Murray moved that an a.ppropriation of $1800.00, plus 
last half of 1940-41 tax, be made for purchase of Lots 18 and 19, 
Block. 15, Torranoe Tract. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, 
which was oarried by the following rOll . e-all vote: AYES; COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock~ H1tchcock, Murray, Powell and MoGu1re. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Ncme. 

Councilman Murray moved that the C1ty Counoil be authorized to 
attend the League of California Cities Mayors t an(l Councilmens t Con
ference to be held at Fresno March 7, and 8th, 1941 expenses paid. 
Counoilman Babcock seconded ,he motion, which was carried. by the 
following roll call vote: 4YES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, Hitchcock, 
Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: NCOlne. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Chief Stroh advised that Otficer Willard Barnett would soon be 
lea.ving as a result of beiIig drafted into the United States Army and 
asked that a similar. action to t .he one taken regarding C. C. Powell 
and H. E. Garner be taken in regard to Officer Barnett. 

OO~o1lmaA Baboook mOTed that, in aoneid.ration ot the draft 
into the United States Army of Willard Barnett, two weeks salary be 
advanced to him in lieu of vacation period. 

It was suggested that this motion be withdrawn and a motion 
made to coverall city employees called for military service. 

Councilman Babcock withdrew h1smot1on and moved that any c1ty 
employee_ who is drafted into the United States Army be advanced his 
two weeks saJ.ary in lieu of vacat10n period., which he would be 
enti"1e4 .. to if he stayed in the employ of the C1ty. CouncilmSl 
Murray seoonded the motion, which was carried by the following roll 
oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hi tchcook, Murray, Powell 
and MoGuire. NOES:. COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
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Ifr., W. T. Klusman reporteG the perilous condition of 23lst 
street and Narbonne Avenue, d.ue to a 'large accumulation of storm 
water. He said that tra1'fic , ~Ilter1ng said 231st street does so at 
a greet r1 sk and asbd that some-thing be dane to el1m1na:te the con
dition. Councilman Hitchcock re-ported that the S'ireet Department 
1s pumping the water out as rapidly as is possible to do so .. 

Mr. Winkler, 2031 Gramercy A.ve.tlue,voiced a complaint a~ainst 
the City having graded the alley ·n-.r his house in such a znp.ner as 
to le8ve it, he said, low in the m1ddle,allowing water to drain 
·from. bath ends of the al1"8y onto his property. He sa1~hls ' sarage 
1s pracUaal.ly collapsed and his house 1s wet as a l'8sult ' o~ the ·· 
eondi t10n above mentioned.. "" 

, Ellglneer Ja1n said he doubted whether there was~'OUgh _ter 
to flood any prOlperty 1n thelocal1ty ment1oned. The, alley ~ad nat, 
he asserted,. heen graded in the manner m&nt1oned by Mr. "i~ar. 

Caunc1ll11an Powell confirmed Mr. Winklerts statements that his 
property 1s flooded. . ., 

_ Street Superintendent Gascoigne said the condition could be 
alleviated with very 11 ttle diff1cul ty. 

Mr. Gaso01gne and Mr. Jain wen 1nstructed tOinv.'estigate the 
matter and take whatever steps are nec&ssary to rel~eveth. -con
dition. 

Councilll1an Hitchcock moved all bills properly aUdited: be paid. 
CounCilman Babco.ok seconded the motion, which wall carried by the 
following ro,ll .call vote: AYES: COUNCIlMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
MUrray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN:· None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 8:45 P.M., upon mot1on of Councalman Hi tchcGck, secOnded by 
Gounoilman 'Murray, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

~~1\/-lZ~~ 
Mayor of the City o~ Torranoe 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torranoe, Californ1a 
March 11, 1941 

The City Council of the City of Torrance oonveliled in a Regular 
Meeting 1n the Counoil Chamber, City Hall, Torranee, Callfornia~ on 
Tuesday, March ).1, 1941 at 7.45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk ~tlett called the roll, those answering present being 

I I 

Caunc llmen: Babcook, Hi tchcock, Murray, Powell and )leQu1re. Absent; 1 ' 

Councilmen: None. 

Councilman Hi tchoook moved that , ~e minutes of a Regular Meet
ing he"ld February 25, 1941 be approved aswr1tten. Counoilmen 
Babcock seconded the motion, wh1ah was ~arr1ed unanimously. 

IIRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read frcam Walteria Civio O!6an1zat1on, re-

epose

epose


